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Our Mission
“Promote student success by providing 

targeted faculty support promoting evidenced 

based instructional strategies, and cultivating 

an innovative and collaborative learning 

environment at UHD.”



TASKS THAT TEACH

Well-designed activities foster interaction and 

deepen learning. This session explores how to create 

engaging student–instructor, student–student, student–

content interactions through discussions, collaborative 

tools, and integrated tech.



Outline
Introductions
Outline & Research Brief 
Reflection Questions
Creating An Interactive Environment

1. Student - Instructor
2. Student - Student
3. Student - Content 

Interactive Video Practice
Contact Us!



Objectives

Utilize evidence-based research to improve student outcomes.

 Consider the benefits of engagement & active learning.

 Analyze how disengagement affects learning.

 Compare and contrast Student – Instructor, Student – Student, and Student - 
Content Interaction

 Note tools and strategies to increase engagement.

 Practice student-content engagement with an interactive video

CLO 1: 



 How do you define student engagement?

 What does deep learning mean in your 
discipline?

Reflection Question 
ACTIVITY



Research Brief

Disadvantages of 
Disengagement

Benefits of Active Learning 
and Engagement

Deeper Learning Through Cognitive 
Engagement

Enhanced Collaboration and 
Communication

Improved Learning Outcomes via 
Instructor Presence

Loss of Motivation and Satisfaction

Perceived Lack of Learning

Passive Digital Habits Undermine 
Critical Thinking



Community 
of Inquiry



Community 
of Inquiry



Community 
of Inquiry

Student to 
Content

Student to
Student

Student to
Instructor



Types of Student Interaction

student-student

student-content
student-instructor 

interaction



Student-Instructor



Student  Instructor
Refers to the communication and engagement between 

learners and their instructor

Instructor Presence



Perusall Instructor Engaging Strategies

 Clear instructions & 
expectations

 Comments modeling expert 
thinking

 Prompts that scaffold 
understanding

 Pre-annotated questions
 Replies to student annotations
 Highlighting insightful student 

comments
 Clarifying complex concepts
 Follow-up reflections



Student  Instructor

• Use open-ended questions that require 
analysis or application

• Connect annotations to course objectives 
or real-world scenarios

• Respond to student ideas with probing 
questions 

• Acknowledge and build on student 
contributions to model academic 
discourse

• Use analytics to identify disengaged 
students and reach out

Tips to Improve Engagement & Deep Thinking:



Student-Student



Student  Student
Refers to the collaborative engagement between learners in a course. This 

interaction can take place through discussions, group projects, peer feedback, 
and shared learning experiences both synchronously and asynchronously.



Perusall Engagement within Students

 Set expectations for frequency 
and quality of comments.
 Use peer moderation
 Incorporate reflection on peer 

contributions.
 Students replying to each 

other’s annotations
 Tagging peers in comments 

(@name)
 Group-based reading 

assignments
 Icebreaker questions early
 Peer-led annotation threads



Student  Student

 Set clear expectations for respectful and 
meaningful interaction

 Use prompts that require multiple 
perspectives or debate

 Encourage students to ask questions of 
each other

 Assign roles to promote accountability

 Include reflection activities that ask 
students to synthesize peer insights

Tips to Improve Engagement & Deep Thinking:



Student-Content



Student – Content Interaction

Students attain student-content interaction when they:

 Engage with the content.

 Analyze the subject matter.

 Use critical thinking.

 Solve problems.

 Address real-world issues.

 Construct knowledge.

 Reflect on knowledge.



Student – Content Examples

 Highlighting
 Skeletal Notes
 Annotating
 Reading With Embedded 

Questions
Graphic Organizer
 Concept Mapping

 Interactive Lessons or Videos
 Checklist
 Ask Questions
 Self-Checks with Key
 Reflection Quiz
 Problem Solving
 Case Studies



Panopto Video Quiz

 Content is Presented

 Interactive Video

 Built-In Questions

Opportunity For Feedback

Graded or Ungraded

student-content



Panopto Video Quiz



Contact Us!
Email: ctle@uhd.edu 

Website: uhd.edu/ctle

LinkedIn: linkedin.com/company/uhd-ctle

Drop In: ACAD 700A
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